Hastings in Lower Bengal.
views, and asked if it was not now clear that he bad been right from the beginning. lu fact Francis was perhaps, better entitled to be called the inventor of the permanent settlement than anyone else. His intimacy with Shore no doubt helped him on the right road. Hastings was, as Francis pumuugly called him, emphatically a man of parts, and, though the shiftiest of men in the art of raising money or evading a difficulty, he had no capacity for wide aud far-reaching statesmanship. Francis tells us that Hastings frequently remarked that he detested general principles, ui:d it was quite of a piece with his character, but that he should fail to see that this detestation was itself a general principle.
"While the question of collecting the revenues was still unsettled an internecine conflict broke out between the Government and the Supreme Court. The happy understanding which Lad existed among nearly all the Europeans in 1775, when they were drawn together by the feeling of a common danger, and the determination to crush an informer against peculation, now came to au end, and the very men who had served on xsandkumar's jury and had implored Sir Elijah to sit for his portrait, in 'order that the contemplation of it might gratify their sentiments of esteem and respect for him, now clubbed together to petition Parliament against the Court.*
I am far from thinking that the petitioners were altogether innocent as doves, or that the interference of the Supreme Court was an unmixed evil. There was probably some truth iu Sir Elijah's remark that the Uourt was beginning to make the vultures of Bengal disgorge their prey, I suspect, however, that the vultures disgorged chiefly for the benefit of the jackals. Whatever good results the pressure of the Supreme Court produced, there can be little double that the motive which actuated the Judges was the appetite for power and the appetite for profit (Mill). Iu a letter to Lord Weymouth of 17&0, the Chief Justice was very plaintive about the sufferings of the attornies from want of business. Shoals of them had come out \\\ hopes of plunging into the golden stream, but they found that they could only reach the tiny rill which had been diverted into Calcutta and that the main river flowed out to the ocean and escaped them. The Chief Justice wrote that the business would soon be reduced to the trial of a few causes arising in Calcutta, and that the Advocate's attomies and officers of the Court would be in a most deplorable situation. He said that the attornies had petitioned him not to increase their numbers by new admissions while this state of things lasted. He
* Tho petition presented to Par- (signed by Samuel Touchett who was liameut in 1780 is commonly called one of                   '
'   petitieit  frora u